








Matt Pello, Class of 2016

It has been 46 years since Professor James Caroth-
ers first taught at the University of Kansas. After a 
long and illustrious career, Professor Carothers is 
in the final stages of his last semester before enter-
ing into retirement. Carothers first started teaching 
at the University in the Fall of 1970. I got a chance 
to sit down with him and discuss his career here: 
his favorite parts, what he remembers, and what he 
will miss the most. Professor Carothers’ favorite 
part about teaching English here at KU was the fact 
that he “…had the opportunity to read literature 
and talk about it with students and faculty.” Early on 
in his teaching career he focused on topics like the 
Modern American Novel and American Short Story 
with a particular focus on William Faulkner and Er-
nest Hemingway. He told me that one of his favor-
ite parts about teaching here at KU was that they 
afforded him the opportunity to teach a variety of 
courses. In other words,He wasn’t restricted to just 
that one focus, and was given several opportunities 
to branch out into other realms of the English Pro-
gram. He particularly enjoyed teaching Fiction Writ-
ing, and was involved in the creation of the Creative 
Writing focus for the English Department. Of all 
the classes he had the opportunity to teach he told 
me that teaching Shakespeare was his favorite: it’s a 
course which he was given the opportunity to teach 
starting in the late 1990’s, and the same class with 
which he is ended his teaching career in the Spring 
semester of 2016. Of all the classes that he taught, 
the most popular may well have been the course 
he developed in 1974: Literature of Baseball. When 
offered, it has usually filled quickly and received high 
praise from students in English and other programs 
alike.

When discussing his inspiration for creating such a 
unique course he told me “I wanted to see what it 
was like to use methods and assessments of literary 
analysis on a popular culture subject.” Baseball just 
happened to fit because of his personal interest and 
the literature available about the sport. The impact 
that professor Carothers has had on the English 
Program here at the University of Kansas is pro-
found. Having had the opportunity myself to take a 
class with him, I got to see firsthand what makes a 
teacher like him so remarkable. He has this astound-
ing wisdom and grasp of the subject matter, he un-
derstands the material and the students, and has the 
ability to connect with both on a professional and 
personal level. There are plenty of professors and 
instructors on college campuses across the country 
that are good people and good teachers alike, but to 
find one the caliber of Carothers is truly a gift—a 
remarkable gift. He told me that his philosophy with 
teaching is “Try if you’re able to have a little fun with 
it. I’ve tried,” he said, “and I have.” It is always sad to 
have to say farewell to a man like Professor Caroth-
ers.  He’s a friend, faculty member, and mentor to so 
many—a man who has made such a lasting impres-
sion on the English Department at KU. From myself, 
the faculty, and I’m sure the alumni as well, we all 
just want to say thank you Professor Carothers, one 
last time for sharing your knowledge, passion, and 
kindness with so many of us over the past four and 
a half decades. We wish you the best of luck with all 
of your future endeavors, wherever the road ahead 
may lead.

KU English Senior Crystal Bradshaw has already re-
leased her first novel, a thoroughly-researched investiga-
tion into previously unkown family history. 

When Bradshaw was 16, she was assigned yet another 
family history project, something she had to do yearly. 
Having done all previous family history projects on her 
mom’s side, she decided to look into her dad’s side of 
the family and found…very little. Bradshaw explains, “my 
sophomore year I really wanted to focus on my dad’s side, 
and that’s when I realized they absolutely knew nothing. 
They didn’t even know how they got to Jetmore, Kansas, 
which is where the Bradshaws still live.” 

The lack of information led to an awkward class meeting 
on presentation day: Bradshaw says, “there’s absolutely no 
information and it was very embarrassing in class, because 
I couldn’t really say anything. That gave me the motivation 
to start doing all this research.”  

Over the next five years, Bradshaw combined library 
and internet research to piece together her family’s sto-
ry, and eventually it turned into her first book, Eliza: A 
Generational Journey, based on the story of her “times 5 
great-grandmother,” a slave from Kentucky who, though 
Bradshaw doesn’t want “to give too much away,” came to 
Kansas after Emancipation. 

For Bradshaw, after discovering this family history, a sim-
ple project wasn’t enough: “I didn’t want to simply just put 
it in a binder and kind of get forgotten…why not write 
a book?” Bradshaw loves English, and has always wanted 
to be an author. This desire, combined with some pretty 
impressive research into census records and other genea-
logical material, led to Eliza, which Crystal self-published 
in late 2015. 

Meredith Wiggins, who reviewed the novel for the 
Project in the History of Black Writing’s blog, says “Eliza 
weaves together Bradshaw’s considerable historical re-
search with her imaginative recreation of the circum-
stances of her ancestor’s life. Using close first-person 
narration for the vast majority of the novel, Bradshaw 
places readers directly in her protagonist’s head, allow-
ing us to experience the world as Eliza experiences it.” 
In his review of Eliza, Galen R. Boheme writes that “Even 
though the novel will appeal to any age group of readers, 
the novel has great importance to the young adult inter-
ested in historical culture” adding that Bradshaw “uses 
quality writing skills - blending the factual with the fic-
tional to create a very readable account to preserve the 
history of our ancestors.” 

While at KU, Crystal has served as a communications 
specialist and office manager for the Project in the His-
tory of Black Writing, working closely with Distinguished 
Professor Maryemma Graham. Graham has nothing but 
kind words to say about working with Crystal, saying 
“Rarely do I encounter undergraduates with Crystal’s 
level of maturity, commitment to her a collective work 
ethic and a career, who are extraordinarily talented with 
demonstrated leadership potential.” 

Crystal promises that Eliza is the first in a planned se-
ries, but for now, you can order an ebook version of C 
through Amazon, or a physical copy through Crystal’s 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/CrystalBradshaw-
Writing.  
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								        Let us know!

English 
Major Pens 

Historical 
Novel 

about Family

If you’re having an alumni gathering, no matter how 
big or small, east coast, west coast, or in between, let 
us know! Mary Klayder might even make a guest ap-
pearance. Email your plans to mklayder@ku.edu

Farewell, Professor Carothers

Crystal Bradshaw signs copies of her novel, 
Eliza: A Generational Journey, at the Kansas Book 
Festival in Topeka, September 10 2016.



A Note about Giving

MICHAEL WADE SMITH,
 ADVISORY BOARD PRESIDENT

JAYHAWKS IN THE UK
British Summer Institute 2016 
students huddle on the steps out-
side London’s Victoria and Albert 
Museum.

English Will Take You Places...Like Britain!

GLAM FACULTY
British Summer Institute 
Faculty 2016 looks good 
at the Roseleaf Cafe in Ed-
inburgh. From left to right: 
Mary Klayder, Ashley Offill, 
and Meghara Eichorn-Hicks
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Why English?

I think about the value of my undergraduate degree in English almost daily.  My 
degree connected me to the world, to a diverse set of ideas, and to experiences far 
different from my own.  In this way, engaging with books both exposed the gap and 
informed the creation of a bridge between the world and me.  James Baldwin wrote 
that, “It was books that taught me that the things that tormented me most were the 
very things that connected me with all the people who were alive, or who had ever 
been alive.”  In this world that seems plagued by the growing pains of becoming 
more socially just, I have a wish for and a request of all people—read more.  

The KU Department of English is answering this call for many people that are 
actively aiming to engage with diverse narratives and experiences and discover even 
more about our shared and divergent human experiences.

Some alumni have noted that critical thinking, argument construction and analysis, 
synthesizing content from varied sources, and the ability to write a compelling nar-
rative are among the transferrable skills that an English degree provided them. One 
professor shared that our field of study is empowering us to “fight for our right to 
read.” All of these things are true, but are still only an expression of a small fraction 
of the value our English degrees provide. 

We need your help to continue to positively impact our students’ our faculty’s 
teaching and research.  Will you donate today to help the KU Department of Eng-
lish?

We need your financial support to be able to provide students with the same life 
changing experience you received in the KU Department of English. With state sup-
port for the institution below 25% and likely to decline further in coming years, it is 
more critical than ever that we show our support for the department at whatever 
level we are able. In the coming year, please consider a gift to the KU Department 
of English. Your gifts will make an impact on students’ ability to study abroad, con-
duct undergraduate research, and experience high quality, nationally ranked gradu-
ate study at an AAU Research I institution from world-class faculty. 

Will you consider making a gift today of $15, $150, or $1500? 

Your gift will immediately be put to work to help more students fully experience 
an elite program at an elite institution. If so, please visit the KU Endowment As-
sociation website at www.kuendowment.org and click Make a Gift. Make sure to 
direct the gift to the KU Department of English. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Department of English. With your 
help, we will be able to impact even more students, professors, and communities 
with our exploration of a common humanity through the written word.

Rock Chalk,

Michael Wade Smith
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